Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1910, 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

OF  THE 

Urban  District  of  Wirksworth. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1910. 

General  Statistics. 

Elevation  274  to  830  feet  O.D. 

Geology — East,  Millstone  Grit.  North  and  West,  Limestone. 
South,  Shale. 

Area — Land  3020  acres.  Water  0  acres.  Total  3020  acres. 

Census  1891.  Census  1901.  Estimated  1910. 

Population —  3725  3807  3900 

Inhabited  Houses — 881  907  920 

New  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 6. 

Rateable  Value — £14930.  Assessable  Value — £11460. 

General  District  Rate  2/5  in  the  £. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate. 

17-17 

Average  for  previous  ten  years — 24-97 
Average  for  United  Kingdom 

for  previous  ten  years — 27-5 


Death  Rates  pen  1 OOO. 

All  causes.  Epidemic  Diseases.  Enteric  Fever  &  Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

1256  2'3 

0 

L28 

A  verge  for  previous  ten  years — 

All  causes.  Epidemic  Diseases. 

Enteric  Fever  &  Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis* 

1568  i'37 

•05 

II3 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890,  adopted. 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890,  Part  III  adopted. 
Notification  of  Births  Act  1907,  not  adopted. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1907,  not  adopted. 


Infantile  Mortality. 
74"62 
114-02 
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Occupations  of  Inhabitants. 

Quarrying,  Tape  Weaving,  Farming.  No  workers  in  lead 
smelting  reside  in  the  district. 


House  Accommodation. 

For  the  working  classes,  limited  and  poor. 

Houses  closed  during  the  year  as  unfit  for  habitation — 0. 


Water*  Supply. 

Constant  service  from  Millstone  Grit. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  service — 829. 

Springs  free  from  pollution,  land  owned  by  Council. 

Quantity  adequate  in  1910,  on  account  of  exceptional  rainfall. 
If  the  monthly  rainfall  and  the  Water  Bailiff’s  returns  are 
compared  it  will  be  noticed  how  little  the  rainfall  influences  the 
springs  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

No  houses  without  supply  within  100  yards. 

No  houses  supplied  from  surface  wells. 

Two  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis. 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  register — 39. 

Number  of  milksellers,  not  cowkeepers — none. 

Some  of  the  cowsheds  are  short  of  cubic  space  but  are  being 
gradually  brought  up  to  standard. 

Milk  periodically  analysed  by  County  Inspector  and  no  com¬ 
plaint  received. 

One  cow  condemned  on  account  of  Tubercular  Udder.  The  cow 
was  isolated,  the  milk  boiled  and  given  to  pigs,  and  she  was 
subsequently  fattened  and  sold  for  slaughtering. 

The  appointment  of  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  to  periodically 
inspect  the  milking  cows  is  desirable. 

Number  Registered.  Inspections  made.  Defects  found. 
Cowhouses  39  78  0 

Two  defective  cowhouses  (referred  to  in  last  annual  report) 
remedied. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses  inspections — 41.  Defects  found — 0. 

Carcases  condemned  for  tuberculosis— 0. 

No  other  food  condemned  during  the  year. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

There  is  no  plan  of  existing  drains,  and  no  system  of 
Sewage  disposal.  Some  of  the  drains  belong  to  the  Town,  the 
rest  are  claimed  by  private  individuals.  There  are  some  pipe  sewers 
but  the  greater  number  are  rubble  stone  drains,  while  some  are 
merely  covered  trenches  cut  out  of  the  limestone. 

On  the  5th  September  the  Council  engaged  Mr.  H.  A.  Johnson, 
M.I.C.E.,  of  Bradford,  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  Sewerage  and  Sew¬ 
age  Disposal,  and  plans  are  now  before  the  Local  Government 
Board  who  will  shortly  hold  an  enquiry  in  reference  to  the  Council's 
application  for  a  loan  to  carry  out  the  scheme. 

Pollution  of  Streams. 

This  will  be  corrected  on  completion  of  the  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

Approximate  number  of  houses  with — 

Privy  Middens,  698  ;  Pail  Closets,  a  few  ;  Water  Closets,  284  ; 
Slop  Water  Closets,  2. 

Number  of  houses  converted  from  Privy  Middens  to  Wrater 
Closets — 9. 

Number  of  defective  privies  improved — 10. 

General  Policy  of  District  Council. 

To  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  at  not  too 
burdensome  a  cost  to  the  ratepayers. 


Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

There  is  no  public  scavenging.  Refuse  is  removed  by  the 
occupiers  to  a  place  provided  by  the  Council.  It  is  not  removed 
with  sufficient  frequency  from  the  poorer  and  more  crowded  parts. 


Bye-Laws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  adopted  1879. 


Prevention  of  Nuisances, 
Height  of  New  Rooms, 
Lodging  House, 
Slaughter  Houses, 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds, 
Offensive  Trades, 
Bakehouses, 


„  1879. 

„  1903. 

„  1879- 

„  1879. 

..  1899. 

„  1906. 

None  adopted. 


Two  notices  were  served  on  the  owner  of  the  Common 
Lodging-house  and  complied  with. 
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Schools. 


At  the  National  Mixed  School  means  for  flushing  the  Urinal 
should  be  provided.  The  meter  required,  with  its  consequent  water 
charge,  is  an  objection  to  an  automatic  tipper.  Charges  for  water 
required  for  sanitary  purposes  lead  to  less  being  used  than  is 
desirable  for  health. 

Arrangement  should  be  made  at  the  British  Mixed  School  for 
providing  the  children  with  drinking  water.  At  present  they  go  to 
the  caretaker’s  house  or  help  themselves  from  a  cistern. 

The  Teachers  are  at  once  informed  of  infectious  diseases 
and  children  from  infected  houses  are  excluded  from  School  until 
certified  as  safe  to  return.  Absentees  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  infectious  disease  are  reported  by  the  Teachers  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  British  Mixed  School  was  disinfected  and  washed  out 
during  the  Christmas  holidays  in  consequence  of  Diphtheria. 

Both  the  Elementary  Schools  Infants’  Department  were  closed 
from  the  1st  December  to  the  9th  January,  1911,  on  account  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  to 
close  the  Mixed  Schools  as  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  scholars 
were  protected,  having  previously  had  the  diseases.  With  prompt 
exclusion  of  infected  children  from  School,  the  closure  of  Schools 
on  the  ground  of  health  is  rarely  necessary,  and  the  fact  that  the 
attendance  of  scholars  may  be  thereby  seriously  reduced  concerns 
the  Education  Authority  rather  than  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 
The  Education  Authority  have  now  power  to  close  a  School  without 
reference  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.  The  Sanitary  Authority,  or 
two  members  thereof,  on  the  advice  of  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  have  still  power  to  close  a  School,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  expected  to  consult  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  before 
tendering  that  advice  and  consequently  it  will  be  seldom  necessary 
for  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  exercise  their  powers. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

No  offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Special  sanitary  requirements  for  Bakehouses  are  complied 
with.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  bread  made  for  sale  in 
domestic  kitchens  not  regulated  by  the  conditions  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act. 

There  is  no  “outwork”  in  the  district. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  are  clean,  well  ventilated,  not 
overcrowded,  properly  drained  and  with  sufficient  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation.  No  complaint  was  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector. 

A  new  outside  iron  staircase  has  been  provided  at  Haarlem  Mill. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


On  notification  of  an  infectious  disease  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
visits  the  house  to  make  enquiries,  the  Schoolmaster  and  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  are  informed,  and  endeavours  are  made  to 
trace  the  source  of  the  illness,  particularly  in  reference  to  missed 
cases. 


Number  of  cases  notified — 

Smallpox.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Enteric  Fever.  Puerperal  Fever. 

0  12  7  0  0 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital — - 
Smallpox.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Enteric  Fever.  Puerperal  Fever. 

0930  0 

Return  cases—  None. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge,  and  notices  to  this  effect 
were  sent  by  your  Council  to  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
District. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  your  Inspector  with  Corrosive 
Sublimate  Solution  (1  in  1000),  Formalin  Spray,  and  Sulphur 
Candles.  Bedding,  Blankets,  and  Clothes,  are  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  at  Heage,  to  be  stoved. 

Children  are  not  allowed  to  return  to  School  until  certified  to  be 
free  from  infection,  and  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria  a  negative  bacter¬ 
iological  report  is  expected. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year,  particularly  in  the  Infant  Departments  of 
the  Elementary  Schools. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  as  follows — 

Scarlet  Fever  Beds — 29. 

Diptheria  Beds — -  6. 

Smallpox  Beds — -  12  (always  ready  in  separate  pavilion). 


Tuberculosis. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1908,  are  in  force 
They  apply  to  Poor  Law  Patients.  No  notification  was  received. 

There  is  no  Hospital  accommodation  available. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  death  rate  of  1*28  per  1000  population,  as  compared  with 
1*13,  which  is  high. 


Notice  of  a  death  from  Tuberculosis  should  reach  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  at  once,  in  order  that  the  house  may  be  disinfected. 
As  at  present  arranged  the  return  is  sent  at  the  end  of  the  month 
when  life  in  the  house  has  resumed  its  ordinary  course,  and  people 
are  disinclined  to  be  disturbed. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wirksworth,  A.  E.  BROSTER. 

25th  February,  1910. 
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Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector, 

1910. 


Area  of  District — 3020  acres.  Estimated  number  of  Houses — 920. 
New  Houses  erected  during  1910 — 6. 


Informal  Notices 

Legal  Notices 

served  by 

served  by 

Nuisances 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Local  Authority. 

Abated. 

Repaired 

2 

_ _ 

2 

Closed  as  Unfit  for  Habitation 

— 

— 

_ 

Infected  Houses  Disinfected 

16 

— 

— 

Drainage — 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe... 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  Traps,  Inlets,  and  Drains 

20 

I 

20' 

Drains  Obstructed 

3 

— 

3 

Closets  and  Ashpits. 

Insanitary  Privies  and  Ashpits 

10 

3 

10 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation 

1 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s 

9 

— 

9 

Defective  Water  Closets... 

— 

Other  Defects 

Surfaces  of  Courts  and  Yards 

— 

— 

_ 

Eaves-Spouts  and  Down-Spouts  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Urinals  Defective 

- — - 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  ... 

• — - 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

77 

— 

77 

Animals  improperly  kept 

1 

— 

1 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

- - 

Overcrowding  ... 

3 

1 

3 

Foul  condition  of  Blouses 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

147 

5 

131 

Number  on  Inspections 

Notices 

Register 

Made. 

Served. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 

39 

78 

— 

Bakehouses... 

7 

41 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

7 

41 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

3 

— 

Common  Lodging-houses 

1 

9 

2 

Totals 

55 

172 

2 

Action  taken  by  Inspector  against  spread  of  Infectious  Disease — 
Houses  and  Premises  disinfected  with  Formalin  Spray  and  Sulphur  Candles, 
Bedding  and  Clothes  sent  to  Isolation  Hospital  and  stoved. 

Samples  of  Water  submitted  for  Analysis — 2. 

Other  action  taken— Markets  are  visited  weekly;  Pig-pens  are  lime- 
washed  when  required. 
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(Signed)  J.  F.  WARDLE. 


The  Water  Bailiff’s  Returns  for 


the  Year 

1910. 

1910. 

Town  and  District. 

Bolehill. 

Total  Gallons  per 

January 

13108 

615 

13723 

February 

12316 

615 

1 293 1 

March 

9856 

492 

IO348 

April 

5043 

732 

5775 

May 

4797 

615 

5412 

June 

3567 

615 

4182 

July 

3198 

492 

3690 

August 

2706 

492 

3198 

September 

2952 

492 

3444 

October 

2214 

492 

2706 

November 

6888 

615 

7503 

December 

23164 

615 

23779 

Monthly  Rainfall. 

For 

•  the  Year 

1910,  taken 

at  Bridge  House,  Wirksworth. 

Month. 

Total  fall. 

Days  on 

Greatest  fall 

Average  fall 

Difference  of 

Inches. 

which 

in  one  day. 

in  15  years, 

1910  from 

rain  fell. 

1895—1909. 

average. 

January 

3-66 

21 

70 

2-87 

plus  079 

February 

3'88 

21 

70 

2-50 

plus  1*38 

March 

•96 

10 

72 

2-83 

minus  1*87 

April 

372 

20 

•67 

2T  7 

plus  1*55 

May 

2-62 

19 

*44 

2'12 

plus  070 

June 

T9I 

14 

*57 

2-3I 

minus  0’40 

July 

3‘19 

12 

71 

270 

plus  0‘49 

August 

5-62 

24 

72 

3  22 

plus  2-40 

September 

•39 

6 

*15 

2-3I 

minus  1-92 

October 

2-56 

16 

78 

3-69 

minus  1*13 

November 

5*95 

17 

roi 

2-89 

plus  3-06 

December 

5 '60 

24 

•89 

3-67 

plus  1*93 

Totals  40'06 

204 

33-28 

plus  6-78 

Temperature  in 

Shade. 

For 

the  Year 

1910,  taken  at  Bridge  House,  Wirksworth. 

Month 

Mean  of 

Mean  of  Mean  Highest. 

Lowest.  Average  Difference 

Maximum 

Minimum  Temper- 

Mean  Tern-  of  1910 

Readings.  Readings.  ature. 

perature  for  from 

yrs  1895-1909.  Average. 

January 

41-0 

29-8  35-4  56 

12  36-9 

minus  1*5 

February 

44'° 

31-8  37-9  52 

27  36-8 

plus  IT 

March 

495 

337  41*6  58 

28  403 

plus  l’3 

April 

50-4 

35‘i  427  58 

28  44'7 

minus  2‘0 

May 

59’0 

429  5i‘o  73 

31  50T 

plus  0  9 

June 

65*9 

497  57-8  77 

42  56T 

plus  I  7 

July 

63-2 

49*6  56-4  75 

42  59*8 

minus  3-4 

August 

64*4 

5i-3  57-8  71 

44  58-4 

minus  0‘6 

September 

597 

47*2  53’5  68 

35  54*6 

minus  IT 

October 

54'5 

45-0  497  67 

39  47-8 

plus  I -9 

November 

41-2 

30T  35'6  48 

22  42*3 

minus  67 

December 

45‘2 

36*5  40-3  53 

26  37-8 

plus  2*5 

Means  for  yr.  53-2 

40-2  467 

47-1 

minus  0’4 

8 


T.  GIBBS. 


